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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the q>plication: 

In the claimst 

Claim 1 (Canceled) 

Claim 2 (Previously Presented) An isolated nudeic acid moleciilc-vsrhidi encodes a protein 
comptisit^ an amiiu} add sequence of SEQ ID N0:4. 

Claim 3 (Previously Presented) A nucleic add molecule according to claim 2, coxtrpiising a 
nucleotide sequence of SEQ n> N0:3. 

Claims 4-7 (Canceled) 

Claims (Cunraitly Amended) An ianlated nucleic acid molecule for detection of M 
meningitidis or eBcofesaionof ^ it|^,tTiiinncrBniDttQlvDeptide. having 50% or greater sequence identity 
to tiie nucleic add tnolecule of claim 2, 

Claim 9 (Canceled) 

Claim 10 (Curr«itly Amended) An isolated nucleic acid molecule for detection of iV. 
menin^mdis or expression of an immunopenic pQ lypeptide. comprisir^ a ftagment of 25 or more 
nucleotides of a nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID N0:3 . 

Claim 1 1 (Cumsntly Amended) An isolated nucleic add molecule comprising a mideotide 
sequence fallv complemwitary to a micleio acid molecule according to daim 8. 

Claim 12 (Currently Amended) An isolated nucleic add moleoule fty detection of JVj 
meningitidis or expression of an immunopenic polvpept|de. comprising a nucleotide sequence 
having 50% or greater sequence Identity to a nucleic add molecule comprising a mideotide 
sequence of SEQ ID N0:3. 
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Claim 1 3 (Currently Amended) An isolated nucleic add molecule for detection ofK 
meningitidis or expression of an imimmogenic nolvpeotide. which can hybridise to a nucleic acid 
molecule according to claim 8 under high stringency conditions comprising a wash in O.lxSSC, 
0.5% SDS solution at 65^C 

Claims 14-17 (Canceled) 

Claim 1 8 (Currently Amended) An isolated nucleic acid molecule for detection of JV: 
m&nin£itidis or expression of an immunogenic polvnentide that encodes a protein comprising &B 
immunogenie fragment of at least 10 consecutive amino acids of an amino acid sequesuce of SEQ ID 
N0;4, 

Claim 19 (Currently Apiended) An isolated nucleic acid molecule for detection ofiV. 
memnsitidis or expression of an inu t^^innpenic polypeptide, haviftg wherein said nucleic add 
moleculeJhas 80% or gieatier sequence identity to the nucleic acid molecule of claim 2. 

Claim 20 (Currently Amended) An ignlflti»d rmcMc acid molecule for detection of iV: 
menin^tidisot expression of an immunogenic polypeptide^ baying wherein said nucleic acid 
molecule has 90% or greater sequence identity to the nucleic add molecule of claim 2. 

Claim 21 (Currently Amended) An lAAlatsfl nnflleic acid molecule for detection of iV: 
meninzitidis or expression of an impiunpgenic polypeptide, h^vms y^exem said nucleic acid 
molecule has 95% or greater sequence identity to the nucleic acid molecule of claim 2. 
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